20 YEARS OF DURABILITY
The long-term solution to problem pits
There are problem kerbside sites all over Australia containing pit lids that constantly need replacing.
No sooner does a council repair a concrete pit lid are they broken again! Terra Firma Industries has
been solving council’s problem pits since 1992. These two case studies demonstrate the quality
and durability of some of Terra Firma’s earliest installations.

CASE STUDY 1:
The Embankment and Baxter Avenue, Chelsea.
Service life to date: 20 years.
The site at the corner of The Embankment and Baxter Avenue had been causing problems for the
Chelsea Council for some time. The combination of low profile rollover kerbing and the busy bus
route saw heavy traffic and buses mounting the kerb on a daily basis.
Council staff were becoming frustrated with the inconvenience and cost of replacing the same
concrete lids, as frequently as every two months.
The council knew that there had to be a better solution, and began to look into different options to
replace the unreliable concrete lids.
In 1992, prior to becoming part of the City of Kingston, the Chelsea City Council installed Terra
Firma composite fiberglass pit lids. These lightweight covers were installed in several locations
near the corner of The Embankment and Baxter Avenue, and have not been changed since.
The heavy traffic and buses still come in contact with the pit lids as drivers attempt to navigate
through narrow and busy suburban streets. A true testament to the strength of Terra Firma
composite fiberglass, the lids have not broken.
The council has now saved 20 years worth of concrete replacement costs. Due to the amount of
workers required to replace concrete lids (not to mention the crane truck also often required), the
savings on this one site alone would easily run into the tens of thousands.
As a result, Kingston Council now specifies Terra Firma pit lids throughout their municipality.

Baxter Avenue on a busy bus route.

Corner Baxter Avenue and The Embankment
with Terra Firma composite pit lid.

CASE STUDY 2:
Oriel and Banksia roundabout, West Heidelberg
Service life to date: 20 years.
Roundabouts and other traffic calming devices often present a problem for trucks and buses
mounting kerbs. The roundabout at Oriel and Banksia in West Heidelberg, Victoria, is no exception.
The cost and time spent replacing broken concrete pit lids at the site had the Heidelberg Council
works depot at its wits end. The biggest headache came as the council tried to meet budget during
the recession.
The cost of repairing broken lids, plus the associated OH&S issues, forced the council to find an
alternative solution to this costly and recurring problem.
In 1992, Terra Firma pit lids were installed on both the north and south sides of the roundabout.
Since 1992, traffic conditions have only become busier and the trucks have only gotten bigger.
However, the same Terra Firma pit lids first installed are still going strong. That’s 20 years of
service, and counting.

Terra Firma pit lids are made from composite fibreglass, and installed with galvanized steel –
meeting standards set by the GAA and the IDM. Terra Firma have installed over 100,000 pit lids in
Victoria alone saving councils, road and government authorities millions of dollars, and reducing
OH&S risks associated with laborers working with broken, heavy concrete.

Oriel and Banksia roundabout –
north side.

Oriel and Banksia roundabout –
south side.

Sick of dealing with broken concrete pit lids?
Contact us on (03) 9357 1230, info@tfpl.com.au, or visit our website at
www.terrafirmapitlids.com for more information.

